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NEXT STEP:  RECRUITING

Starting today begin inviting the people you would like to join your 
group.

If possible recruit up to 80% of capacity—capacity of 10-12 (4-6 families)

This will allow for others to be added to your group with your approval.

Now thru September 9th -  Recruiting, Groups and people will continue  
     to be added.

     Coaches assigned and first communication  
     established.

September 9th -   Connect Groups launch day

     Connect Groups Link event
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For every member at Garden Ridge to experience 
sustained spiritual life change through their intentional 
involvement in Connect Groups.

VISION

Strategy: Three Vital Relationships

1. Connecting with
2. Connecting with 
3. Connecting with 

Creating Authentic Community within your Connect Group
A

B

C

Scriptural Purpose for Connect Groups
Acts 5:42  
“Day after day, in the temple _______________, and from 
____________to _____________ they never stopped teaching and 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ!”

 Temple courts     

 House to house  

Acts 2:42-47
Temple courts and homes - met daily in courts and homes for 
fellowship, teaching, prayer, eating, worship and favor -
results =
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The 5 Purposes of the Church found in Acts 2:42-47
Discipleship     Ministry
Fellowship     Evangelism
Worship

Keep a ___________________ of these purposes constantly in mind in 
leading your group.

Don’t try to accomplish all five every time you meet but be sure you 
accomplish them every _______________you meet.

There are 58 one another passages in the bible.

_____________   _____________  _______________ occurs in small groups!

The best place for sustained life change to occur is within 
_______________ _________________

The best place for _______________intentional relationships is in 
_____________

Connect Group Leaders Lead With….
 __________________  John 10:11-14
 __________________ John 11:35, Luke 19:41-44
 __________________  II Corinthians 5:18-21

Connect groups provide the ______________  _____________ everyone 
needs, especially in a __________________.

When everyone is sitting in rows... 
you can’t do any one anothers. Andy Stanley
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Questions People Are Asking When They Come Into Your Group

1.  Do  I fit here?               
 
   A question of _______________________

2. Does anyone want to know me?     

   A question of ________________________

3. Am  I needed here?      

   A question of ________________________

4. What is the advantage of being in this group?    

   A question of ________________________

5. What is required of me?    

   A question of ________________________

Watch for the Spirit
1. Pray and ____________    _______________

2. Facilitate for life change
_______________                  _______________                    _______________

3. Connect groups are not about _____________________ but 
_____________________
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Basic Tips of Leading a Group
1. Don’t answer your own question.
2. Get comfortable with silence.
3. Never ask a question that can be answered with one word.
4. Give affirmation on their comments - thank you,  I appreciate   
 that, etc
5. Get everyone involved.
6. Listen - with your ears, with your eyes.
7. Begin and end on time.
8. Let the Holy Spirit intervene.
9. Don’t focus on the material.  Focus on your people. You don’t   
 have to ask every question.
10. Be yourself and don’t compare.

Types of Connect Groups
1.  ___________________Group = Spending time with each other for 
enjoyment purposes.

2. ___________________Group = Scheduling regular opportunities for 
your group to serve others in the church or community.

3. ___________________Group = Making sure there is an accountability 
to each other and love for each other within the group.

4. ___________________Group = Taking the time in most if not all 
meetings to spend time in the Word.

5. __________________Group = Helping those who are younger in the 
faith to be trained in spiritual living.

6. __________________Group = Praying for and creating ways to be 
spiritual friends to those who  have not decided to be Jesus followers.

The best kind of group is__________________________________________!
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CONNECT GROUP GROUND RULES

Ground rules provide the “guard rails” for a group.
Clear expectations are essential for a good outcome.

In the first week or two take the time to create “ground rules” for 
your group and write down the results and print out the ground rules 
and pass them out to each member the following week.

Examples of ground rules:

1. What day of the week will we meet?  How often a month?
2. What is the agreed on time frame of each meeting?
3. What does the group want to do about food or snacks?
4. What kind of attendance is expected in this group?
5. If a person can’t come what should they do?
6. What is expected of each person in the discussion time?
7. What about confidentiality?
8. What should a member do if they are dissatisfied with some  
 thing going on in the group?  If they are satisfied?
9. How do we balance the communication within our group?    
 Talkers vs. bashful
10. How do we communicate among ourselves, i.e. facebook,   

 email, etc

11. Other ground rules
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Some Basic Guidelines

1. Child Care
Each group makes their own decision about child care.  Here are some 
ideas that might help.

Idea 1
One week—all men babysit and ladies do the study
One week—all ladies babysit and men do the study
One week—pay for babysitting so that all adults are together
One week—everyone is together and you include kids in study

Idea 2
Talk with other Connect Groups who have kids to set up a rotation to 
watch each others kids

Idea 3
Talk with other Connect Groups who don’t have kids to take a week 
ever so often watching the kids as service.

2. How often do we meet?
We highly encourage all Connect Groups to meet 3 times a month with 
the 3rd week of each month being congregational prayer time or 
activity.

In order for Connect Groups to be effective it is important to meet at 
least two times a month.



7

Shared Ownership
Each group member needs a role.

Shared ownership moves it from being ________________   group to 
becoming _______________group.

1. Lead discussion

2. Host in home

3. Lead ice breaker question

4. Bring refreshments

5. Lead prayer time

6. Plan social event

7. Report attendance

Coaches
Every Connect Group leader will have a coach.
 
Purpose of a coach:
 Support you
 Encourage you
 Partner with you
 Pray for you
 Contact you on a regular basis
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